
              

Rock Creek Fellowship 
Worship 

December 16, 2018 
10:30 AM 

 

Prelude Song 
 “Good Christian Men Rejoice!” 
 1. Good Christian men rejoice He has opened heaven’s door 
 With heart and soul and voice! And man is blessed evermore 
 Give ye heed to what we say Christ was born for this 
 Jesus Christ is born today! Christ was born for this 
 Ox and ass before Him bow 3. Good Christian men, rejoice 
 And He is in the manger now With heart and soul and voice 
 Christ is born today!  Now ye need not fear the grave: 
 Christ is born today  Jesus Christ was born to save 
 2. Good Christian men, rejoice Calls you one and calls you all 
 With heart and soul and voice To gain His everlasting hall 
 Now ye hear of endless bliss Christ was born to save 
 Jesus Christ was born for this Christ was born to save     

Call to Worship      Joe and Brittany Lloyd 
 Today we relight the first two candles of the Advent wreath: The candle of 
 HOPE and the candle of PEACE. Now we light the third candle of Advent. 
 This is the candle of JOY.  In this season of expectation, we participate in the 
 celebratory joys of the angels serenading lowly shepherds keeping watch in 
 their fields at night at our Savior’s first coming. And we remember that 
 our Lord Jesus will enlarge our joy in all circumstances while we wait for him 
 to come and make all things new at his next advent.  
 

 From the Book of Isaiah we read the words of our Lord:  
 “And the ransomed of the Lord will return. They will enter Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy will crown  their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, 
 and sorrow and sighing will flee away.” (Isaiah 35:10)     

 And hear the words of our joy-giving Jesus to his disciples in John 16,  
 “A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; 
 but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a 
 child is born into the world. So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see 
 you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.”  
 (John 16:21-22 )   

 Let us pray: Our joy-granting God, chase away the sorrows in our lives and 
 the gloom of this world. Replace anguish with relief and despair with 
 renovating rejoicing which you alone can bring. Restore the joy of knowing 
 you in our brothers and sisters in Villa Maria as they learn of your sturdy 
 provisions in Christ through a strong local church word and deed witness. 
 Furnish a durable joy to us and to your world, for to you, oh Lord, we lift up our 
 souls. Amen 
 

Worship in Song 
 “Sing Oh Sky” 
 Chorus: Sing oh sky, sing oh earth        Repeat Chorus 
 Sing oh sky; sing with me (2x)                2. M: Sing you angels and birds of the sky 
 1. M: My Lord Jesus has come today    W: Sing you angels and birds of the sky 
 W: My Lord Jesus has come today        M: Play the music of the waves 
 M: And I am united with him                  W: Play the music of the waves 
 W: And I am united with him                  M: I cannot stop my lips from singing 
 M: I cannot stop my lips from singing    W: I cannot stop my lips from singing 
 W: I cannot stop my lips from singing    Repeat Chorus  
 

Confession of Faith 
 33. Q. Why is He called God's only begotten Son, since we also are children 
 of God? 
 A. Because Christ alone is the eternal, natural Son of God.  We,  

 however, are children of God by adoption, through grace, for Christ's 
 sake. 
 34. Q. Why do you call Him our Lord? 
 A. Because He has ransomed us, body and soul, from all our sins, not 
 with silver or gold but with His precious blood, and has freed us 
 from all the power of the devil to make us His own possession. 
 -Heidelberg Chatechism 
 

 “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”  
 1. God rest ye merry, gentlemen let nothing you dismay  
 Remember, Christ, our Savior was born on Christmas day 
 To save us all from Satan's power when we were gone astray 
 O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy 
 O tidings of comfort and joy  
 2. From God our Heavenly Father a blessed Angel came; 
 And unto certain Shepherds brought tidings of the same: 
 How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by Name. 
 O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy 
 O tidings of comfort and joy 
 3. "Fear not then," said the Angel, "Let nothing you affright, 
 This day is born a Savior of a pure Virgin bright, 
 To free all those who trust in Him from Satan's power and might." 
 O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy 
 O tidings of comfort and joy 
 4. The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced much in mind, 
 And left their flocks a-feeding in tempest, storm and wind: 
 And went to Bethlehem straightway the Son of God to find. 
 O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy 
 

Worship with Tithes and Offering 
 “Come O Redeemer Come”  
 1. Father, enthroned on high—―Holy, holy! 
 Ancient eternal Light—hear our prayer. 
 REFRAIN  
 Come, O Redeemer, come; 
 grant us mercy. 
 Come, O Redeemer, come; 
 grant us peace. 
 2. Lord, save us from the dark of our striving, 
 faithless, troubled hearts weighed down. REFRAIN 
 3. Look now upon our need; Lord, be with us. 
 Heal us and make us free from our sin. REFRAIN  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  John Michael Forman 
  Join in prayer for FH Peru    
 

Corporate Prayer CONFESSION OF SIN 
 Arise, shine: for your light has come. 
 O God, we live as if the light 
 had never defeated the darkness in the world or in us. 
 And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 We confess that we ignore the Christ 
 you sent to be among us, to be in us. 
 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 
 We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas season 
 and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting hearts. 
 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
 rising.  
 Lord, you came to us in the fullness of time. Forgive us for not opening 
 our eyes to your coming. It’s time that we prepare for your coming 
 again. Let the earth ring with song. Let the light break forth. Let 
 us all rejoice in  the miracle of Your love to the world. Let Christ come 
 into the fullness of our time. Amen. —based on Isaiah 60:1-3 

Assurance of Pardon: 
 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 
 and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
 The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight- indeed, he is coming, 
 says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, 
 and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
 fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
 descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 
 offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
 Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former 
 years. The messenger of the Lord has come in Christ. In Christ, we present 
 offerings to the Lord in righteousness! Thanks be to God for his lavish grace! 
 —based on Malachi 3:1-4 
 

Welcoming One Another 
 “Gloria Patri” 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 And to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, as it is now, and evermore shall be: 
 World without end. Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

Scripture Reading            KD Norman 
Habakkuk 2:1-3, 3:13-19 

1I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he 
will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 2 Then the LORD 
replied: 
“Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with 
it.  3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not 
prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. 
13 You came out to deliver your people, to save your anointed one. 
You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness, you stripped him from head to 
foot. 14 With his own spear you pierced his head when his warriors stormed out to 
scatter us, gloating as though about to devour the wretched who were in hiding. 
15 You trampled the sea with your horses; churning the great waters. 16

 I heard and my 
heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my bones, and my 
legs trembled. Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation 
invading us. 17 Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep 
in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in 
God my Savior. 19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet 
of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heights. 9 See, the former things have taken 
place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce them to you.” 

 
Reader:  The grass withers and the flowers fall  

  All:         But the word of our Lord stands forever  

Luke 2:1-14 
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 

taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went 
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting 
a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest room available for them. 8 And there were shepherds 
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10

 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 

          1           2           3 



              
that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”13

 Suddenly a great company of 
the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God 
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 
Reader:  The Gospel of our Lord  

 All:         Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ  
Sermon   Pastor Eric 
 Hopes and Fears: “Waiting in the Cold for the Joy that Warms” 
 

Closing Song 
 “Thou Who Wast Rich” 
 1. Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor,      3. Thou who art love beyond all telling, 
 All for love's sake becamest poor;              Savior and King, we worship thee. 
 Thrones for a manger didst surrender,        Emmanuel, within us dwelling, 
 Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.         Make us what thou wouldst have us be. 
 Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor,             Thou who art love beyond all telling, 
 All for love's sake becamest poor.              Savior and King, we worship thee. 
 2. Thou who art God beyond all praising, 
 All for love's sake becamest man; 
 Stooping so low, but sinners raising 
 Heavenwards by thine eternal plan. 
 Thou who art God beyond all praising, 
 All for love's sake becamest man. 
 

Benediction 
Announcements 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
Join us next Monday evening at 5 pm for our Candlelight Service at Durham Road. We 
will not have childcare at this service; however children are warmly welcomed to 
worship with us!  
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 
This is a financial update as of December 10, 2018. Our fiscal year runs from July 1, 
2018-June 30, 2019. 
 
YTD Offering: $236,080.23 
YTD Budget:  $266,672 
YTD Shortfall: -30,591 
 
2018 YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS  
Giving Statements for 2018 will be mailed in January. If you would like to know your 
year-to-date giving, or if you have a new mailing address and would like to confirm that 
the office has your information, please email Brenda at 
rockcreek.finances@gmail.com. 
*All donations need to be received by 12/31/18 to be included in the 2018 statement. 
 
Community Prayer 
Our community prayer group at Ann Stewart’s home meets every Thursday from 
10:00-11:00 am at 568 Mt. Olive Rd. Lookout Mtn., GA 30750. We’d love to have you 
join us.  
 

DURHAM ROAD NURSERY SCHEDULE 
 This Week Next Week 
0 - 1 Drew and Debbie Lancaster Kristin and Chapel Tremain 
2 - 3 Jamison and Brennan Griffin TBD/Heidi Sutton 
4 - 5 Andrew and Michelle Mindeman Jonathan and Hannah Carson  
 
 

Welcome Visitors: We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us this 
Lord’s Day.  
 
New Here? We welcome you to Rock Creek! Nursery is available for ages 0-5 during 
the worship service in the children’s wing beside the Sanctuary. If you prefer to be with 
your nursing and/or crying child, please use the cry room located behind the 
Sanctuary. You are also more than welcome to keep your children in the service with 
you.  
 

In order to get to know folks in our RCF community, we encourage you to be a part of 
Sunday School and  Community Groups. Sunday School meets each week at 9:30 am. 
Community Groups meet throughout the week. Check out our website, 
www.rockcreekfellowship.org, for more info about both.  
 

Elders (* indicates elder attends Lula Lake)  
 

Dave Boozer    boozermail@epbfi.com  
John Conrad    johnnyconrad@gmail.com 
Don Dutton*    lmdd52@aol.com  
Kelly Gilbert*    706.398.9410 
Thomas Hayes    thayes@mccallie.org  
Henry Henegar*    henry.henegar@gmail.com  
Matt Jelley    mattjelley@dadecs.org  
Ron Jones*    Ronald.jones@covenant.edu  
Scott Jones    scott.jones@covenant.edu  
Sandy Shaw    sanford.shaw@covenant.edu  
Dave Worland*    dave@lmw.org  

 

Deacons (* indicates deacon attends Lula Lake)  
 

Joel Bostrom    blueskymining.joel@gmail.com 
Nathan Brauer    nathanrbrauer@gmail.com 
Chapman Brown *   chapman.brown@yahoo.com  
Buford Craig*    423.421.7564  
Marcus Hulsey*    marcushulsey@gmail.com  
Drew Lancaster     drew@holyhillconstruction.com  
Mark Richmond    mark.d.richmond@gmail.com  
David Rowe*    423.762.2217 
Dan Theune    dantheune@gmail.com  
 
 

Rock Creek Fellowship  
2008 Durham Road 

Rising Fawn, GA 30738 
Pastor: 

Eric Youngblood  423.304.0096     eric@rockcreekfellowship.org  
Associate Pastor:  
Corby Shields  423.838.4558  corby@rockcreekfellowship.org 
Youth Ministry:  
Courtney McWhorter 770.540.8659   courtney@rockcreekfellowship.org 
Music at Durham:  
Matt Brown  423.503.5202         matt@rockcreekfellowship.org  
Music at Lula Lake:  
Sammie Brown  717.371.6080  sammie@rockcreekfellowship.org  
Office Administrator: 
Kristen Jelley  706.398.7141  kristen@rockcreekfellowship.org 
Lula Lake Coordinator/Women’s Ministry:    
Julia Slagle  423.255.8143   julia@rockcreekfellowship.org  
Assistant Youth Leader: 
Dave Connis  407.973.2377  dave@rockcreekfellowship.org 
Children’s Ministry at Durham Road: 
Kendra Tingle  423.902.7841  kendra@rockcreekfellowship.org  
Children’s Ministry at Lula Lake: 
Pat Wilson  423.290.1909  pat@rockcreekfellowship.org  
Caretaker:  
Jeremiah & Danielle Fox 423.503.2332  danielle@rockcreekfellowship.org  
Finances:                   Rockcreek.finances@gmail.com 
*All songs are printed under CCLI # 191404   

 


